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On Saturday night we welcomed David Hasselhoff and his girlfriend Hayley Roberts to speak at the 

Cambridge Union Society. Hasselhoff's career has not had any serious impact or effect on academia 

nor higher education, but he has caused radical political responses to capitalism and energetic 

contemporary debates about Hollywood as a component of the capitalist libidinal infrastructure. In 

radical politics, Hasselhoff is perhaps best known for helping the fall of the Berlin Wall which 

started German reunification during 1989. #Accelerate is a new book which resonates with this 

architectural culture of the Berlin wall dividing Eastern Marxism away from the Western capitalist 

machine. #Accelerate is structured in to four sections of collected extracts:

1. Anticipations.

2. Ferment.

3. Cyberculture.

4. Acceleration.

The first section is a collection of edited extracts from authors such as Karl Marx and Nikolai 

Fedorov in a montage of social democratic writing about the role of machines in business. The 

second section of the book focuses on Jean-François Lyotard's Économie Libidinale (1974) – to be 

specific - the Western theatricality of libido as energy subject in a social body. Hasselhoff, as a self-

confessed international sex symbol, is perhaps the most famous example of a star in this dystopian 

social body of Hollywood film desire. The third section of this book expands the earlier two 

sections in to the realm of cyberspace, then very briefly in to clubs, studios, then the economies of 

dub plates and mix tapes. The fourth and final section of #Accelerate is the only part of the book 

that features previously unpublished material from Luciana Parisi and Nick Land. 
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It has been very tempting for me to offer Ray Brassier - who also contributes a chapter to the final 

section -  a few spare formal hall tickets, to dine with us in the colleges at Cambridge University, 

however one has resisted the temptation because of the lack of originality in his reading of Jean-

Pierre Dupoy's cognitive science. Also Parisi's citations and analysis of Whitehead's The Function 

of Reason seem so outdated that it appears that the book is not accelerationist at all on those pages. 

To Robin Mackay and Armen Avanessian's credit as editors, they are like my obssesive, struggling 

students - full of logical fallacies (where a stated conclusion is not supported by premises), but also 

full of good intentions and ambitions to pass my assessment criteria. It was a great pleasure to 

receive a pre-publication review copy of #Accelerate, thus the submission was timed well, as many 

serious doubts had arisen about the academic integrity and academic practices of Urbanomic. A 

primary purpose of my teaching is to instil in each of my editorial students a capacity for 

scholarship and academic rigour, which is why if the editors of  #Accelerate insist on a pre-

hashtagged, historical conversation about politics (with an irrelevant tendency to fictionalize), they 

should do so with reference to John Marenbon's rich medieval logic consisting of English, Italian 

and Latin. The historical approach to #Accelerate lacks an analysis of Dante's Divina Commedia 

and Thomas More's Utopia. This would be the correct way logically to anticipate Karl Marx's 

Grundrisse. 

     22/05/2014 was an important date in metaontology at the University of Cambridge. It was a 

great pleasure for me to finally meet in person Amie Thomasson (University of Miami) who gave a 

conference talk at Trinity College and then we attended afterwards a lecture by John Searle 

(University of California, Berkeley) with the title 'Consciousness as a Problem in Philosophy & 

Neurobiology' at Wolfson College, Cambridge.  #Accelerate would be improved with analysis of 

the truthmaker approach to ontological commitment in metaphysics that we find in Armstrong's 

Truth and Truthmakers (2004) and Thomasson's Ordinary Objects (2007). We need to analyse 

quarks, the subatomic particles that make up the quark model classification scheme for hadrons in 
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terms of their valence quarks. This way our philosophical literature and logic can be verified by 

science.  John Searle describes this physics, in neurobiological terms of muscular movements, as 

the secretion of a specific neural transmitter at the axon implates of the motor neurons. This 

singular event of a muscular movement can have several different descriptions, but it is is one 

biological feature. Thus Consciousness is a biological feature. 

       At the level of literature, that we read in the semantics of Quine's The Philosophy of Logic and 

Littmann / Simmons A Critique of Dialetheism, we should not forget the neurolinguistics of Searle 

and his Chinese room argument. #Accelerate could have been improved by including these 

academic fields of study. Mitigating circumstances for #Accelerate include the workshop at the 

University of Westminster on the 23/05/2014, which allowed for the democratic and political 

implications of accelerationism to be debated. This followed from Russia being suspended from the 

G8 as a penalty for its annexation of Crimea.

       The Russian Minister-Counsellor to Great Britain, Alexander Kramerenko spoke about this 

conflict at the Cambridge Union Society on the 19/05/2014 and the Ukrainian Ambassador, 

Volodymyr Khandogiy gave a speech the following day on the matter. My perspective is in 

agreement with Joe Biden (US Vice President) that Vladimir Putin (Russian President) has violated 

international laws protecting the Ukraine. Micheal Dunn Goekjian asked David Hasselhoff an 

excellent question on 24/05/2014 about politics, which revealed that Hasselhoff went jogging once 

with Bill Clinton – the former President of the United States! #Accelerate attempts to activate 

political alternatives, with a self-branded manifesto that comes pre-hashtagged for viral uptake. 

Hasselhoff is at the top of the positive strand of accelerationism, spreading positivity through 

creating awareness about the heroic duties of lifeguards and the enjoyment of technology through 

races, such as the forthcoming Gumball 3000 rally from Miami to Ibiza from the 4th -12th June 2014. 

      Hasselhoff has always had an air of futurality about his productions, for example, it is debatable 

that KITT from his Knight Rider TV series might be Hollywood's all time most iconic car – 
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however the original Batmobile (from the first Batman film) has also inspired Google and other 

large companies in their designs of machines.  Hasselhoff was one of the organisers of the Gumball 

3000 15th anniversary car rally from Copenhagen to Monte Carlo in 2013 with Bun-B, Cypress Hill, 

Eve, Tony Hawk, the Saudi Arabian royal family and Xzibit. This rally included the Batmobile 

tumbler car from Batman Begins (2005) starring Christian Bale and Morgan Freeman. Other cars 

participating included an Audi R8, Bentley Mulsanne, Bugatti Veyron, Koenigsegg CCX, 

Lamborghini Aventador, McLaren F1, Mercedes SLR, Ferrari FI2, Pagani Zonda, Rolls Royce 

Phantom and many others.

      In conclusion,  #Accelerate is a very interesting book about the role of machines in business, 

political economy and cyber culture. It could have mentioned that the U.K should strengthen its 

political membership of the European Union, to help uphold democracy, human rights and a strong 

economy. 21 million companies generating £11 trillion pounds in economic activity are based 

within the European Union. According to Ed Miliband, the current Leader of the British Labour 

Party, speaking live for the BBC on the 12th March 2014, the European Union provides the U.K 

with almost half of all its investments. This is something that should have been mentioned in 

#Accelerate as many of the contributers are French. We need more harmony between British justice 

judges and the courts based in Brussels, Belgium – which is why many Brasenose College, Oxford 

University philosophers prefer the ideas of Alistair Burt and Ed Miliband to the policies of David 

Cameron on European conventions. Accelerationist politics needs to take in to account 

constitutional issues. Previous speakers at the Cambridge Union Society include Prime Minister Sir 

Winston Churchill, the 40th President of the United States Ronald Reagan and Playboy star Pamela 

Anderson, thus it was a great pleasure to welcome David Hasselhoff to speak in our historic 

debating chamber. These are very important people in our cyber culture, thus should have perhaps 

featured in #Accelerate. Regi Negarestani completely misunderstands Robert Brandom's Between 

Saying and Doing: Towards an Analytic Pragmatism (2008). When one met Robert Brandom in 

4



person with Simon Blackburn to discuss discursive practices, our very clear agreement was to 

campaign together for humanism not inhumanism. Despite these very bad mistakes, #Accelerate is 

still a book worth buying. 
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