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Introduction

The canonical self-referential paradox, is perhaps W.V Quine's 'Paradox' (1962) published in 

Scientific American 206 which proves that a sentence can be paradoxical even if it does not use 

demonstratives or indexicals. Its initial air of absurdity in the field of logic in Quine's analytic 

tradition, has obtained favour with the continentali of the Marxist tradition's accelerationists, who 

also seem to be focused on what is termed 'speculative realism'.  This article will analyse Quine's 

'Paradox' through accelerationism with an emphasis on clarity and quasi-realism as a superior form 

of argument to the analysis of language often found in speculative-realism. My analysis is 

structured in two parts: 

1. Quine's 'Paradox' has uses outside of the analytic tradition in the machinery of the highest-

valued export or Marxist commodity in the global market business of every country.

2. Despite this clear use of Quine's analysis in Marx's accelerationism, neither aesthetico-

speculative realism nor ethico-speculative realism are narrow or logical enough yet as 

methodological schools of analysis, to match, or replace, quasi-realism.

Quine's 'Paradox' has two main anticipations – one written by Bertrand Russell in 1901 and the 

other written by Kurt Gödel in 1931. When we compare the two paradoxes, both seem absurd – thus 

better situated in the internal tensions and sociology of Berlin, Paris, Brussels and Cologne – rather 

than in the mathematical logic of Trinity College, Cambridge. Russell's and Gödel's  paradoxes 
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sustain absurdities to the extent that they conclude in a reductio ad absurdum each. Even Bertrand 

Russell's own algebra and geometry teacher Alfred North Whitehead could not escape the absurd 

nature of his paradox in to atleast a fallacy!  

Part 1 

W.V Quine's 'Paradox' lecture accelerates in to the crux of his argument by considering a 

contemporary of Bertrand Russell and Alfred North Whitehead called Kurt Grelling, devised in 

1908, who explains that the realm of paradox is not clearly exhausted when we consider non-self-

descriptive adjectives.  This is important to Karl Marx's accelerationism as is popular in Europe, 

because Steven Shaviro's Without Criteria: Kant, Whitehead, Deleuze, and Aesthetics (2009) with 

Theodor Leiber's & Kirsten Voigt's journal entry  Aesthetico-Speculative Realism in Nietzsche and 

Whitehead  (2014) turns back to the metaphysical systems of Whitehead within Deleuze's Fold 

(1993) and/or Whitehead's Process and Reality: An Essay in Cosmology (1929). Thus we see some 

agreement between object-oriented ontologists in the continentali of Theodor Leiber, Kirsten Voigt 

and Steven Shaviro – with myself, Amie Thomasson, and Tim Crane – who are more analytic in our 

ontology. Thus we can clarify that speculative realism and deconstruction are not the same 

movement. Also the object-oriented ontology of what we term 'speculative realism' is not the same 

movement proclaimed by Thomasson in Ordinary Objects (2007); myself in The Question of Non-

Being? A Pragmatic Methodology of Casino Contingency (2013) or proclaimed by Crane in The 

Objects of Thought (2013). In the philosophy of Whitehead is where our different syntax and logic 

begin to unify as one movement, however there is a sharp contrast in that Crane, Thomasson and I 

turn to the dogma of Quineans and analyticity for handling existence questions – where Leiber, 

Shaviro and Voigt do not. 

        Grellin's paradox is one where Quine analyses adjectives. The adjective 'English' is perhaps 
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obviously English. Grellin's paradox is described by Quine as a a proposition that is a self-

contradictory compound proposition, in the class of paradoxes that are called antinomies. It is they 

that often start crises in the objects of thought because of the production of self-contradiction. 

Beyond adjectival phrases, modal realists, such as the students of David Kellog Lewis, would like 

to see how these antinomies work as possibilities in the concrete world of trade and investment. 

Cambridge and London attracts thousands of business people every summer, which has contributed 

to the hospitality sector in both regions. Marx helped move the headquarters of the Communist  

League to London in May 1849 – thus German philosophers have a long history with central 

London's entertainment district. International cultural exchange has strong historical ties with Africa 

and Europe. Many business people have been rewarded by the London experience. Spain posseses 

two cities and several other territories in or just off the coast of Morocco near Marbella; thus formal 

trade relations between England and the North African world have existed since the unification by 

King Henry VIII for alliances. His daughter Queen Elizabeth I wisely went on to cement the 

alliances for military purposes. Marx published A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy 

in 1859, thus one will accelerate to 2014 where we have African investors purchasing properties in 

Belgravia, Chelsea, Mayfair and St. John's Wood in London. At the end of 2013 a group from the 

Gulf bought a new development on the south bank of the River Thames for a record £1.7 billion. 

The site includes a vibrant business community, office spaces and City Hall, the headquarters of the 

Mayor of London. The contradiction is that England's main attraction is its land and heritage, but as 

an island we can not preserve it as a prosperous island without export, trade and exchange with 

Europe and Africa. 64 % of Central London investment in business markets was from overseas 

investors during 2013. Bayswater, Canary Wharf, Covent Garden and Fitzrovia has seen an influx 

of prospective entrepeneurs and investors dressed in jewels by Cartier and clothes bought in Sloane 

Street. 
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Part II

One should also accelerate Quine's 'Paradox' in to 2014. The Bertrand Russell Professorship's 

previous holders include Simon Blackburn, Hugh Mellor, Elizabeth Anscombe, Ludwig 

Wittgenstein and George Edward Moore. The current holder of the chair is Huw Price. It is at this 

point where we depart from 'speculative realism' in favour of quasi-realism as derived by Simon 

Blackburn's Essays in Quasi-Realism (1993) and Ruling Passions: A Theory of Practical Reasoning  

(1998). This is because, in meta-ethics, ethical sentences do not express propositions – instead, 

ethical sentences project emotional attitudes, making quasi-realism a form of expressivism. One 

will omit the term non-cognitivism from my argument because of my understanding of how 

synaptic plasticity is used in Cambridge laboratory environmental data analysed by scientists such 

as Roger Keynes and Zoë Kourtzi from facial recognition test experiments. A draft manuscript 

containing some of this research can be found in my article The Specific Quantum Control of  

Cognitive Medieval Stoicism, thus one does not need to cite it in any detail here.  Aesthetico-

speculative realism needs to be more scientific if it is to be taken seriously as an academic system of 

writing. This does not mean that it needs to lose any of its poetical eloquence, romance or gothic 

controversies – indeed the aforementioned article is one that merges innovative science with 

classical antiquity. Instead aesthetico-speculative realism needs a coherent account of ethical 

pluralism. A counter-argument to this is that Blackburn's version of quasi-realism is paradoxical in 

the sense of Quine's 'Paradox' because of the Frege-Geach problem.  My response is that 

Blackburn's perspective provides an antidote to the Frege-Geach problem by providing different 

ethical claims in context.
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Conclusion

Since the era of William James, much pragmatic philosophy on the nature of paradoxes in language 

has been written, often with the conclusion that no view is possible: minimalism, deflationism, 

quietism. Today, Simon Blackburn's version of expressivism, known as quasi-realism is my choice 

to make aesthetic judgements, not speculative realism. A third variety of realism can also be brought 

in to this discussion – immanent realism. This is not a choice of mine either, as one is trying to 

defend Quine's semantic minimalism. This defence of analyticity has a long and rich history, much 

like the Household Cavalry dating back to 1660. Soldiers from the Regiments are split between two 

different units and rotate between them throughout their careers. The same happens in philosophy. 

Theorists and clinical scientists often switch from the analytical tradition of William James or Kurt 

Gödel to the sociology of Theodor Adorno or Max Horkheimer – then back again. This leaves us 

with a social science of many contradictions and paradoxes. Lovers of light verse in the Victorian 

age, will be drawn to the paradoxes of Deleuze's Logic of Sense (which works from stoic 

philosophy to Lewis Carroll's literary and logical paradoxes); whereas lovers's of mathematics will 

be drawn to Quine's semantic minimalism. 
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