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Schola Logicae

It was very interesting for me to meet Tony Lavender, Pro Vice Chancellor of 

Canterbury Christ Church University during his expostulations at the British 

Psychological Society conference co-ordinated by Anne Cooke in London, 

November 2014. The history of causation through non-reductive, non-physicalist 

metaphysics of the mind (within English literature) seems often oxymoronic and 

inconsistent with biological chemistry; however there is still a lot of significant 

stanzas that we can celebrate from the factual parts of The Norton Anthology of 

English Literature. To avoid periphrasis, my periodical review will be brief and 

avoid the mistakes made in the True Higher Order Vagueness paper by Oxford 

University’s Suzanne Bobzien on the topic of ‘borderline’ cases. 1

       The main competing anthologies to this Ninth Edition are The Broadview 

Anthology of British Literature, The Longman Anthology of British Literature and 

The Oxford Anthology of English Literature. As a pragmatic, moral scientist it 

might be easy for me (when one teaches Fellows) to become scholarly to the 

point of being unaware of the outside technical or vocational world; especially as 

British psychologists tend to focus on incepting neuro-images through our 

1 This is her reaction to Stewart Shapiro’s argument that there is no higher-order vagueness. 
Her reaction is published in Synthese 180, 2011. 
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internal cell physiology.2 By teaching the Ninth Edition, it keeps me aware of 

intergroup relations and the social networks of the Romantic period (1785-1830), 

which is as psychologically complex and diverse as any other academic age in 

British literary history. Unified Romanticism should perhaps epitomize the 

principles of all European social life, not just our own poetry of Coleridge, Keats, 

Shelley and Wordsworth. 

      Since its first print in 1962, these Broadview, Longman and Oxford

competitors have formed several editorial teams (over the decades) to offer 

alternatives to W.W Norton’s literary collections – however M.H Abrams and 

Stephen Greenblatt’s continual inclusion of more female writers has made the 

current, Ninth Edition one of the most teachable literature anthologies of all time 

in the academic discipline of the humanities.

     As a short book review cannot accommodate the entire scope of the 

extensive revisions period-by-period added to this Ninth Edition, my focus will be 

on the editorial procedures used to arrange this book to make it the highest 

quality English corpus available in 2015. Annotations, charts, headnotes and 

square brackets enhance Greenblatt’s new textual or contextual features to help 

shape our core vocabulary in our English literary canon. 

    Founding Editor Emeritus Abrams and General Editor Greenblatt are only 

Field Marshals and Admirals of a fleet of Editors Emeriti, who have over the 

course of fifty years substantially rewritten the original print from 1962 with fine-
2 The platforms of Affymetrix, Illumina, Roche and Toray (once used for the Human Genome 
Project) are what several bioinformaticians use to remotely track, replace or switch off the 
electrochemical wave theta rhythmicity in people’s dreams when assumed they are asleep during 
tonic and phasic REM. The range is normally between 4-7 Hz. 
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tunings that resist interpretations of ages, issues and manifestos of our English 

nation’s voices. The original print only included six female writers; by the time 

Greenblatt had the opportunity to make a serious amount of corrections and 

fresh selections in the Eighth Edition, sixty-seven female writers where added.

     A book of approximately 3, 000 pages in length cannot incorporate great 

novels in their entirety, thus this Ninth Edition (like The Broadview Anthology of 

British Literature, The Longman Anthology of British Literature and The Oxford 

Anthology of English Literature) lacks the broad canvas of Britain’s new industrial 

power in mid-Victorian novels. Despite this limitation, the Ninth Edition is useful 

as a teaching tool for Anglo-Saxon studies, codicology, epistolary writings and

paleography.

     Old Norse is related to the Germanic origins of Anglo-Saxon epic poems such 

as Beowulf included in the previous Eighth Edition under translation from Old 

English, illuminating that literature in English stretches beyond the geographical 

boundary of England sometimes. Located within the British Library, is the Cotton 

Vitellius A. xv manuscript containing the unique copy of Beowulf which 

unfortunately was badly scorched around the edges in a fire of 1731. Also 

damaged in this fire was a collection of medieval manuscripts assembled by Sir 

Robert Cotton, 1st Baronet of Connington who was educated at Jesus College, 

Cambridge. Featured in the acknowledgements to the Eighth Edition (in gratitude 

to those who helped prepare it) is Helen Cooper, former chair of the Oxford 

English faculty. Here in Cambridge, Cooper and I both participated together in a 
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Q & A as part of John Marenbon’s 2014 seminar What Was Distinctive About 

Medieval Logic?  Cooper is a very competent speaker of English. 3

        In conclusion, as Cooper was the first female Fellow in the history of 

University College, Oxford; female consultant clinical psychologist’s such as 

Cooke are now being elected to write the British Psychological Society’s

official reports and more women are now being represented in canonizing 

English literature – the content, style and merit of the Ninth Edition makes it an 

excellent summary of English prose (in my humble evaluation) for inclusion in 

your index. Ballads, sonnets, love songs, critical tracts and essays contained in 

the Ninth Edition can help us from falling in to the trap of incoherent vagueness, 

radical unclarity and using the stupid term higher-order vagueness! Higher-order 

levels of clarity is would we should strive for, for example the

Oxford PPE graduate language of Mark Sainsbury, University of Texas at 

Austin.4 Clarity is very important, especially when we are analysing the 

molecular microarchitectural interaction of KIR3DL1*001 with HLA Class I 

molecules. The precise role in determining KIR3DL1-HLA-Bw4 for structural 

analysis in immunology will always remain unclear if we dwell to long on 

vagueness, thus we have to focus on higher-order levels of clarity to create 

formulas that work to make vaccines quickly The Ninth Edition is constructive, 

optimistic, positive, uplifting, sometimes funny and a joy to read for motivation. 

The suprachiasmatic nuclei (SCN) of the brain has a master circadian 

3 Helen Cooper is currently a Fellow of Magdalene College, Cambridge.
4 This Professor once taught for many years at King’s College London and edited the Mind journal 
from 1990 – 2000.
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pacemaker synchronising our sleep cycles, thus the splendid variety of literature 

from the Romantic Period should help fuel our sensations. The Ninth Edition is 

an early intervention to introduce undergraduates to Romanticism’s essential 

spirit and does not have to be opposed to realism. 
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